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sound track, or of the sound portions of an audiovisual 
work, would constitute a performance of the ‘‘motion 
picture or other audiovisual work’’; but, where some of 
the sounds have been reproduced separately on 
phonorecords, a performance from the phonorecord 
would not constitute performance of the motion pic-
ture or audiovisual work. 

The corresponding definition of ‘‘display’’ covers any 
showing of a ‘‘copy’’ of the work, ‘‘either directly or by 
means of a film, slide, television image, or any other 
device or process.’’ Since ‘‘copies’’ are defined as in-
cluding the material object ‘‘in which the work is first 
fixed,’’ the right of public display applies to original 
works of art as well as to reproductions of them. With 
respect to motion pictures and other audiovisual 
works, it is a ‘‘display’’ (rather than a ‘‘performance’’) 
to show their ‘‘individual images nonsequentially.’’ In 
addition to the direct showings of a copy of a work, 
‘‘display’’ would include the projection of an image on 
a screen or other surface by any method, the trans-
mission of an image by electronic or other means, and 
the showing of an image on a cathode ray tube, or simi-
lar viewing apparatus connected with any sort of infor-
mation storage and retrieval system. 

Under clause (1) of the definition of ‘‘publicly’’ in sec-
tion 101, a performance or display is ‘‘public’’ if it takes 
place ‘‘at a place open to the public or at any place 
where a substantial number of persons outside of a nor-
mal circle of a family and its social acquaintances is 
gathered.’’ One of the principal purposes of the defini-
tion was to make clear that, contrary to the decision 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing Corp. v. Wyatt, 21 
C.O.Bull. 203 (D.Md.1932), performances in ‘‘semipublic’’ 
places such as clubs, lodges, factories, summer camps, 
and schools are ‘‘public performances’’ subject to copy-
right control. The term ‘‘a family’’ in this context 
would include an individual living alone, so that a 
gathering confined to the individual’s social acquaint-
ances would normally be regarded as private. Routine 
meetings of businesses and governmental personnel 
would be excluded because they do not represent the 
gathering of a ‘‘substantial number of persons.’’ 

Clause (2) of the definition of ‘‘publicly’’ in section 
101 makes clear that the concepts of public perform-
ance and public display include not only performances 
and displays that occur initially in a public place, but 
also acts that transmit or otherwise communicate a 
performance or display of the work to the public by 
means of any device or process. The definition of 
‘‘transmit’’—to communicate a performance or display 
‘‘by any device or process whereby images or sound are 
received beyond the place from which they are sent’’— 
is broad enough to include all conceivable forms and 
combinations of wired or wireless communications 
media, including but by no means limited to radio and 
television broadcasting as we know them. Each and 
every method by which the images or sounds com-
prising a performance or display are picked up and con-
veyed is a ‘‘transmission,’’ and if the transmission 
reaches the public in my [any] form, the case comes 
within the scope of clauses (4) or (5) of section 106. 

Under the bill, as under the present law, a perform-
ance made available by transmission to the public at 
large is ‘‘public’’ even though the recipients are not 
gathered in a single place, and even if there is no proof 
that any of the potential recipients was operating his 
receiving apparatus at the time of the transmission. 
The same principles apply whenever the potential re-
cipients of the transmission represent a limited seg-
ment of the public, such as the occupants of hotel 
rooms or the subscribers of a cable television service. 
Clause (2) of the definition of ‘‘publicly’’ is applicable 
‘‘whether the members of the public capable of receiv-
ing the performance or display receive it in the same 
place or in separate places and at the same time or at 
different times.’’ 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘122’’ for ‘‘121’’ in in-
troductory provisions. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–44 substituted ‘‘121’’ for ‘‘120’’ in in-
troductory provisions. 

1995—Par. (6). Pub. L. 104–39 added par. (6). 
1990—Pub. L. 101–650 substituted ‘‘120’’ for ‘‘119’’ in in-

troductory provisions. 
Pub. L. 101–318 substituted ‘‘119’’ for ‘‘118’’ in intro-

ductory provisions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–39 effective 3 months after 
Nov. 1, 1995, see section 6 of Pub. L. 104–39, set out as 
a note under section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–650 applicable to any ar-
chitectural work created on or after Dec. 1, 1990, and 
any architectural work, that, on Dec. 1, 1990, is 
unconstructed and embodied in unpublished plans or 
drawings, except that protection for such architectural 
work under this title terminates on Dec. 31, 2002, unless 
the work is constructed by that date, see section 706 of 
Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under section 101 of 
this title. 

Section 3(e)(3) of Pub. L. 101–318 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (d) [amending this sec-
tion] shall be effective as of November 16, 1988.’’ 

§ 106A. Rights of certain authors to attribution 
and integrity 

(a) RIGHTS OF ATTRIBUTION AND INTEGRITY.— 
Subject to section 107 and independent of the ex-
clusive rights provided in section 106, the author 
of a work of visual art— 

(1) shall have the right— 
(A) to claim authorship of that work, and 
(B) to prevent the use of his or her name 

as the author of any work of visual art 
which he or she did not create; 

(2) shall have the right to prevent the use of 
his or her name as the author of the work of 
visual art in the event of a distortion, mutila-
tion, or other modification of the work which 
would be prejudicial to his or her honor or rep-
utation; and 

(3) subject to the limitations set forth in 
section 113(d), shall have the right— 

(A) to prevent any intentional distortion, 
mutilation, or other modification of that 
work which would be prejudicial to his or 
her honor or reputation, and any intentional 
distortion, mutilation, or modification of 
that work is a violation of that right, and 

(B) to prevent any destruction of a work of 
recognized stature, and any intentional or 
grossly negligent destruction of that work is 
a violation of that right. 

(b) SCOPE AND EXERCISE OF RIGHTS.—Only the 
author of a work of visual art has the rights 
conferred by subsection (a) in that work, wheth-
er or not the author is the copyright owner. The 
authors of a joint work of visual art are co-
owners of the rights conferred by subsection (a) 
in that work. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—(1) The modification of a 
work of visual art which is a result of the pas-
sage of time or the inherent nature of the mate-
rials is not a distortion, mutilation, or other 
modification described in subsection (a)(3)(A). 

(2) The modification of a work of visual art 
which is the result of conservation, or of the 
public presentation, including lighting and 
placement, of the work is not a destruction, dis-
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tortion, mutilation, or other modification de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3) unless the modifica-
tion is caused by gross negligence. 

(3) The rights described in paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (a) shall not apply to any repro-
duction, depiction, portrayal, or other use of a 
work in, upon, or in any connection with any 
item described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of the 
definition of ‘‘work of visual art’’ in section 101, 
and any such reproduction, depiction, portrayal, 
or other use of a work is not a destruction, dis-
tortion, mutilation, or other modification de-
scribed in paragraph (3) of subsection (a). 

(d) DURATION OF RIGHTS.—(1) With respect to 
works of visual art created on or after the effec-
tive date set forth in section 610(a) of the Visual 
Artists Rights Act of 1990, the rights conferred 
by subsection (a) shall endure for a term con-
sisting of the life of the author. 

(2) With respect to works of visual art created 
before the effective date set forth in section 
610(a) of the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, 
but title to which has not, as of such effective 
date, been transferred from the author, the 
rights conferred by subsection (a) shall be coex-
tensive with, and shall expire at the same time 
as, the rights conferred by section 106. 

(3) In the case of a joint work prepared by two 
or more authors, the rights conferred by sub-
section (a) shall endure for a term consisting of 
the life of the last surviving author. 

(4) All terms of the rights conferred by sub-
section (a) run to the end of the calendar year in 
which they would otherwise expire. 

(e) TRANSFER AND WAIVER.—(1) The rights con-
ferred by subsection (a) may not be transferred, 
but those rights may be waived if the author ex-
pressly agrees to such waiver in a written in-
strument signed by the author. Such instrument 
shall specifically identify the work, and uses of 
that work, to which the waiver applies, and the 
waiver shall apply only to the work and uses so 
identified. In the case of a joint work prepared 
by two or more authors, a waiver of rights under 
this paragraph made by one such author waives 
such rights for all such authors. 

(2) Ownership of the rights conferred by sub-
section (a) with respect to a work of visual art 
is distinct from ownership of any copy of that 
work, or of a copyright or any exclusive right 
under a copyright in that work. Transfer of own-
ership of any copy of a work of visual art, or of 
a copyright or any exclusive right under a copy-
right, shall not constitute a waiver of the rights 
conferred by subsection (a). Except as may oth-
erwise be agreed by the author in a written in-
strument signed by the author, a waiver of the 
rights conferred by subsection (a) with respect 
to a work of visual art shall not constitute a 
transfer of ownership of any copy of that work, 
or of ownership of a copyright or of any exclu-
sive right under a copyright in that work. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–650, title VI, § 603(a), Dec. 1, 
1990, 104 Stat. 5128.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 610(a) of the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990 
[Pub. L. 101–650], referred to in subsec. (d), is set out as 
an Effective Date note below. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 610 of title VI of Pub. L. 101–650 provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b) and ex-
cept as provided in subsection (c), this title [enacting 
this section, amending sections 101, 107, 113, 301, 411, 
412, 501, and 506 of this title, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under this section and section 101 of this 
title] and the amendments made by this title take ef-
fect 6 months after the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Dec. 1, 1990]. 

‘‘(b) APPLICABILITY.—The rights created by section 
106A of title 17, United States Code, shall apply to— 

‘‘(1) works created before the effective date set 
forth in subsection (a) but title to which has not, as 
of such effective date, been transferred from the au-
thor, and 

‘‘(2) works created on or after such effective date, 
but shall not apply to any destruction, distortion, 
mutilation, or other modification (as described in 
section 106A(a)(3) of such title) of any work which oc-
curred before such effective date. 
‘‘(c) SECTION 608.—Section 608 [set out below] takes 

effect on the date of the enactment of this Act.’’ 

STUDIES BY COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

Section 608 of Pub. L. 101–650 provided that: 
‘‘(a) STUDY ON WAIVER OF RIGHTS PROVISION.— 

‘‘(1) STUDY.—The Register of Copyrights shall con-
duct a study on the extent to which rights conferred 
by subsection (a) of section 106A of title 17, United 
States Code, have been waived under subsection (e)(1) 
of such section. 

‘‘(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 1, 
1990], the Register of Copyrights shall submit to the 
Congress a report on the progress of the study con-
ducted under paragraph (1). Not later than 5 years 
after such date of enactment, the Register of Copy-
rights shall submit to the Congress a final report on 
the results of the study conducted under paragraph 
(1), and any recommendations that the Register may 
have as a result of the study. 
‘‘(b) STUDY ON RESALE ROYALTIES.— 

‘‘(1) NATURE OF STUDY.—The Register of Copyrights, 
in consultation with the Chair of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, shall conduct a study on the 
feasibility of implementing— 

‘‘(A) a requirement that, after the first sale of a 
work of art, a royalty on any resale of the work, 
consisting of a percentage of the price, be paid to 
the author of the work; and 

‘‘(B) other possible requirements that would 
achieve the objective of allowing an author of a 
work of art to share monetarily in the enhanced 
value of that work. 
‘‘(2) GROUPS TO BE CONSULTED.—The study under 

paragraph (1) shall be conducted in consultation with 
other appropriate departments and agencies of the 
United States, foreign governments, and groups in-
volved in the creation, exhibition, dissemination, and 
preservation of works of art, including artists, art 
dealers, collectors of fine art, and curators of art mu-
seums. 

‘‘(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Dec. 1, 1990], the Register of Copyrights shall submit 
to the Congress a report containing the results of the 
study conducted under this subsection.’’ 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 

and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work, in-
cluding such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by 
that section, for purposes such as criticism, 
comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, 
or research, is not an infringement of copyright. 
In determining whether the use made of a work 
in any particular case is a fair use the factors to 
be considered shall include— 


